


Materials Needed:
Required Text: OpenStax Physics (free)

Laboratory Kit from Hands on Labs (refer to the lab Canvas site, PHYS123L, for details)

Calculators: You will need a calculator for homework and exams. A basic, simple scientific calculator
with trigonometric, exponential, and logarithmic functions is all that you need but buy a fancy one if you
want – just learn how to use it! Note that exams are closed-book, and calculators may only be used for
mathematical manipulations.

Participation: Research has shown that students learn very poorly from watching lectures, regardless of
how coherent or interesting those lectures may be. Learning happens through active involvement in
learning, and effective lectures include frequent "breaks" in which students respond to the content. In
this course, students will engage by responding to ConcepTests interspersed in the lectures. Furthermore,
a few lectures will be replaced with group-based learning modules (Tutorials) for which your attendance
is required. The 3% participation grade will NOT be based upon correctness of responses, but rather
upon engagement with the ConcepTests and Tutorials.

Homework: The homework is web-based and accessed through TheExpertTA (https://theexpertta.com/)
(costs approximately $50). Homework will be



Exam Dates:
Exam 1: Sept. 27th (covering Chapters 1-6 tentatively)
Exam2: Nov. 1st (covering Chapters 7-12 tentatively)

Final Exam: Wednesday Dec. 11th (Roughly 1/2 covering chapters 1-12 and the rest covering
chapters 13-17)

Each exam will last two hours. You may take the exams at any point during the designated days.

Laboratory: There is a lab associated with this course that is vital for your learning of the content. You
will need to purchase the lab kit. The Lab TA will be available to guide you in performing the
laboratory kit experiments. ALL LABS AND REPORTS MUST BE COMPLETED TO GET A
PASSING GRADE FOR THIS COURSE (12 total).

Labs may only be made up if excused and with permission of the lab supervisor, Joe Storm:
jhstorm@alaska.edu
Questions about the lab should be directed to the teaching assistant in charge of your lab or to the lab
supervisor.

Dec. 8th is the last day lab reports will be accepted and graded!

Grading:
Grades given will be on a five step A-F scale (with + /- grades assigned if appropriate). The final,
cumulative scores will be curved and final grades assigned on that basis; however, a final percentage score
of 90% or above will an be at least an A-, 80% will



SUPPORT



Special Needs:
The office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and ensures
that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. We work with the Office of
Disabilities Services (203 WHIT, to 474-7043) to provide reasonable accommodation to students with
disabilities.

Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism and cheating are matters of serious concern for students and academic
institutions. I take it seriously as well. Quizzes and Exams are to be your work ONLY! with no help from
others or online resources. The UAF Honor Code (Student Code of Conduct) defines the academic
standards expected at UAF and is adhered to in this class as well.

Complaints and concerns: I encourage you to talk to me about concerns you have with the class etc.,
however, if the situation warrants, you can contact the Physics Department Chairman, Dr. Martin
Truffer at mtruffer2@alaska.edu or 474-5359.

Last Day to Drop this Class (refunded, course does not appear on academic record): Sept. 6
Last Day to Withdraw from this Class: Nov. 1


